PREFACE.

THE following work owes its origin to the entreaties
addressed to me in 1864-1865, by more than one of
our intimate friends, that I would furnish some
account of Mr. Grote's early history. Reluctant
as I felt to enter upon new literary labours, at an
advanced period of life and with very infirm health,
I at last yielded to their importunity, and began (in
1866) to collect such old letters and journals as I had
preserved, in the view of weaving them into a bio-
graphical form.*

Being thus occupied on one morning of (I think)
the year 1867, Mr. Grote came into the room.

" What are you so busy over, there, H. ?" en-
quired he.

" Well, I am arranging some materials for a
sketch of your life, which I have been urgently
invited to write by several of our best friends/'

" My life," exclaimed Mr. Grote; "why, there is
absolutely nothing to tell! "

* To my own resources were added, in 1872, many valuable
documents, for which I have to thank Mr. Geo. Warde Norman,
Some of them are introduced at the commencement of this volume,
and will Ibe read with interest.
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